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1 OPERATIONS  

 
1.1 Introduction  

 

This is the operational section of the SAHPA MOP for the discipline of paragliding and 

prescribes and expands on the operational standards and procedures for Paragliding 

(to be followed by affiliated members, schools and clubs). 

  

These Operations are regulated by the South African Civil Aviation Regulations 

(SACARS) and Technical Standards (SA-CATS) and the SAHPA MOP. 

 

From time to time the various CAR Parts are amended and new CAR Parts are 

promulgated as necessary. SAHPA members are required to have ready access to the 

appropriate CAR Parts and to ensure that their members are conversant with those 

Parts, particularly those listed below. 

 

Access to the CAA website www.caa.co.za is deemed to meet this requirement. 

 

SA-CARS Part Description 

The Civil Aviation Regulations (CARôs), organised into Parts covering specific 

aviation activities, are published under the authority of the Civil Aviation Act 13 

of 2009 and apply to all aircraft in or over South African territory 

Part 12 ï Aviation Accidents and 

Incidents 

Details our responsibilities for reporting 

incidents and accidents 

Part 67 ï Medical Certification Details the process and certificates 

relating to pilot medical fitness 

Part 94 ï Operation of non-type 

certified aircraft 

Details the operational procedures and 
requirements of non-type certificated 

aircraft 

Part 141 - Aviation Training 
Organisations 

Details the requirements, procedures and 
certificated of the SAHPA as an ATO 

Part 62 ï National Pilot licensing Details of licensing and endorsements of 
licenses and ratings 

Part 149 ï Aviation Recreation 
Organisations 

Approval by RAASA. 

Part 96 ï Commercial use of non-
type certified aircraft  

Exclusion of our operations from this part 

 

1.2 Document Reviewers 

 
Version Reviewers 

Revision 1  Hans Fokkens 
Pete Wallenda 
Jan Minnaar 
James Braid 

Revision 2 Chrissi Drunk 
James Braid 
Hans Fokkens 
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Anthony Allen 
Kevin Storie 
Pete Wallenda 

Revision 3 (feedback received by 6 
April) 

SAHPA Members 

Revision 4 (feedback required by 24 
May 2014) 

SAHPA members 
 

Revision 5  final SAHPA membership review 
before hand over to RAASA for 
review. 

  

 
 
1.3 Responsibilities  

 
1.3.1 Organisational Structure  

 
 

 
 

 

SAHPA acknowledges that the ASSOCIATION is based on the principle that its 

members, clubs, schools and instructor affiliates are responsible bodies. 

 

Accordingly, it is SAHPAôs policy to expect individuals to take responsibility for their 

flying operations and to conduct such operations with appropriate supervision.  

 

SAHPA supervision will be in the form of advice and where necessary, control to the 

extent necessary to ensure safety and regulatory compliance.  

 

Where safety is compromised or non-compliance with relevant rules and procedures 

are not corrected to the satisfaction of the SAHPA committee, the Chairman may 
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take appropriate action against a member of SAHPA in accordance with SAHPAôs 

Memorandum of Incorporation and in accordance with the Promotion of 

Administrative Justice Act (PAJA). Any such action may include reporting the affiliate 

to the designated body for further action. 

 

Within SAHPA there are various levels of operational responsibility and these are 

documented in the governance part and operations sections of the MOP.  

 

¶ NSTO 

o Safety Officer 

o Senior pilots 

¶ School 

o CFI 

o Instructor 

o Assistant National Instructor 

¶ Club 

o Chairman 

o Club members 

¶ Individual member pilot 

 

The individual pilot involved in óflyingô operations may be held directly responsible to 

the designated body for regulatory compliance. 

 

 

 

 

2 GENERAL OPERATING AND FLIGHT RULES  

 

The paragliding specific MOP sets out operational and procedural responsibilities, as set out 

below. 

 

2.1 General Airworthiness 

¶ Members shall ensure that their paragliders and suspension systems are airworthy 

(in line with manufacturer guidelines) at the commencement of each flight.  

¶ All paragliders  shall be inspected at least annually by the owner or pilot. 

¶ It is the pilots responsibility to replace suspension lines in accordance with 

manufacturers recommendations. 

¶ Used Paragliders that have no CLASS RATING shall not be sold or flown unless a 

signed airworthiness certificate from a reputable person (defined in governance 

section of the MOP section 11.5), or manufacturer is obtained. 

¶ No member shall fly a paraglider which has been temporarily grounded by a duly 

appointed Safety Officer, Instructors or National Safety & Training officer or a duly 

appointed reputable person until such time as the fault leading to such grounding has 

been rectified. 

 

2.2 Local Manufacture and Repairs 

¶ Paragliders and equipment may be subjected to a serviceability test and inspection 
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at the discretion of the  National Safety & Training Officer or delegate by a reputable 

person. 

¶ All materials used in manufacture, modification or repair of paragliders, or equipment 

are to meet manufacturers' standards, specification or equivalent. 

 

2.3 Re-packing of Reserve Parachutes 

¶ Back-up parachutes for paragliders should be repacked at least annually or in 

accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations.   

¶ Pilots may repack their own reserve parachutes but may not repack on behalf of 

another pilot unless approved in writing by said member.  

¶ It is however recommended that only licensed parachute packers carry out re-

packing of reserves. 

 

2.4 Air Navigation Regulations 

¶ Air Navigation Regulations shall be observed and complied with at all times as 

applicable to paragliders in the SA-CARS Parts noted in section 1 of this document. 

 

2.5 Type and Class Rating of Hang Gliders and Paragliders 

 

2.5.1 Definitions 

¶ "Glider" means a non-power driven heavier-than-air aircraft deriving its lift in flight 

chiefly from aerodynamic reactions on surfaces which remain fixed under given 

conditions of flight, but excludes hang gliders. 

¶ "Hang glider or paraglider" means a glider capable of being carried; foot launched 

and landed solely by the energy and use of the pilots legs. 

¶ No person may fly a paraglider in the Republic of South Africa unless they are a 

member or temporary member of SAHPA and hold the appropriate type licence. 

¶ Accepted wing means a wing designed and developed primarily for activities and 

carrying a placard accepted by SAHPA. 

¶ A winch qualified pilot is a pilot that has completed five flights endorsed in their log 
book using a winch as a launch method. 

 

  

2.5.2 Type Rating 

TYPE 3 rating applies to the Paragliding specific MOP, however the other ratings are 
included below for ease of reference. 

 
The following are the Type ratings that fall under the control of SAHPA: 

¶ TYPE 1 hang glider having a rigid primary structure with pilot weight-shift as the 

method of primary control.  This is the original hang glider. 

¶ TYPE 2 hang glider having rigid primary structure with movable aerodynamic 

surfaces as the method of control in at least two axes.  This includes micro gliders 

such as the Swift, Goat etc. 

¶ TYPE 3 hang glider having no rigid primary structure (paragliders) 

¶ TYPE 4 hang glider that is unable to demonstrate ability to safely take-off and/or land 

in nil-wind conditions, but otherwise are capable of being launched and landed by the 
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use of the pilots legs 

¶ TYPE 5 hang glider or paraglider being flown with an engine and capable of being 

foot launched 

¶ TYPE 6 paraglider being flown with a trike-type undercarriage and engine  

¶ TYPE 7 powered hang-glider fitted with a three-wheel undercarriage and steerable 

wheel. The wing must be an accepted hang-gliding wing 

 

2.5.3 Class Rating 

¶ Paragliders are categorised in the following classes: Beginner, Intermediate and high 

performance. Pilots may only fly a glider class with the appropriate class license. 

 

Beginner:  AFNOR-Standard or LTF 1 & 1-2 or EN A & B 

Intermediate:  AFNOR-Performance or LTF 2 or low end EN C  

High Performance: Sport, LTF 2-3 or EN D, competition, uncertified 

Tandem:  Dual place rated by SAHPA accepted approved Certification 

Authority 

 

SAHPA utilises the LTF and EN glider classification list on which most gliders are 

rated in the categories above. Gliders to be flown on a Basic Licence may further be 

classified into Beginner and Intermediate gliders. 

 

Any glider that is not classified by class above shall be graded by the National Safety 

committee and approved by the SAHPA Executive Committee.  It is the member's 

duty to obtain a class rating, as failure to do so will automatically default the 

paraglider into the High Performance/Competition Class rating. 

 

2.6 Sale or Loan of Gliders 

¶ No member or Instructor may sell or loan a glider to any person, unless the person 

is: 

o A full member of SAHPA and hold the appropriate licence or is engaged in 

training towards a specific rating.   

o A temporary member and is engaged in on-going training towards a Basic 

licence or and under the direct supervision of an Instructor. 

o A licenced international pilot. 

 

2.7 Rules of the Air  

 

2.7.1 Open Air Space 

¶ Gliders on collision courses with other gliders or with any other aircraft shall each 

turn to the right. 

 

2.7.2 Ridge Soaring 

¶ Gliders on collision courses shall turn to the right unless to do so brings a pilot too 

close to the ground for reasonable safety. In this event only the pilot, who is able to 

turn right, away from the ground, shall turn.  
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2.7.3 Converging Courses 

¶ Gliders shall give way to gliders on their right. 

 

2.7.4 Thermalling 

¶ Gliders entering a thermal shall circle in the same direction as the first glider to enter 

the thermal.  

¶ Gliders with slower climb rates shall give way to gliders climbing towards them. 

¶ The glider below if entering a thermal simultaneously shall dictate the thermalling 

direction. 

 

2.7.5 Approach/Landing 

¶ Gliders at lower altitudes shall have right of way. 

 

2.7.6 Overtaking  

¶ The glider being overtaken shall have right of way.  

¶ The glider overtaking shall overtake on the right, except when ridge soaring when the 

overtaking glider will pass between the ridge and the glider being overtaken.  

¶ Tandems when overtaking, unless while ridge soaring, should overtake on the 

downwind side of another glider. 

 

2.7.7 Cloud Flying 

¶ Gliders shall fly in VMC (Visual Metrological Conditions) and stay clear of clouds 

below 300m above ground and 150m below any cloud within a lateral distance of 

600m, which is above 500m above the ground. 

 

2.7.8 Night Flying 

¶ No person shall fly a glider by night unless specific permission is obtained from the 

relevant designated authority. Daylight hours as defined in the CARS apply. 

 

2.8 Towing rules 

 

2.8.1 Boat/Auto 

¶ Towing with a constant tension device, including fixed line towing, is only allowed 

with a tension meter or tension gauge or line tension observer, and a device to cut or 

release the line from the winch. 

¶ Only reliable, proven releases may be used (if unsure, consult a regular winch pilot 

or an instructor who is winch trained). 

¶ Operator/Observer triggered guillotine on tow vehicle/winch. 

¶ It is highly recommended that an infallible weak link be used on pilot end of towline. 

Weak link to give at 1 to 1.5 times the combined mass of pilot and equipment, 

including glider. 

¶ Tow winch power source to be reliable and powerful enough to maintain constant line 

tension. 

¶ Reliable communication between start point and tow vehicle must exist. Pilot to 

vehicle/winch is preferable. 
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¶ Towing to be carried out in a suitable environment, i.e. free of obstacles, etc. 

¶ It is recommended to use a checklist before each tow. 

¶ Inexperienced pilots to be given thorough briefing and demonstration by suitably 

experienced pilot and crew. 

¶ First time tows to be carried out in early morning or late afternoon conditions. 

¶ It is recommended that the tow system to be approved by a Safety Officer.  

 

2.8.2 Towing from airfields 

¶ Pilots using registered airfields for towing should have at least one operational 

airband radio in the group with which to warn air traffic in the vicinity, on the 

appropriate frequency, when winching is in progress. The use of an airband radio 

requires a restricted radio operator's licence from the relevant authority and approval 

from ATSU or airfield manager. 

 

2.9 Tandem flights 

¶ No person may fly with a passenger without being in possession of a current tandem 

pilot rating.  

¶ No more than two persons may fly in a tandem-rated paraglider. 

¶ Only current and suitably rated Instructors, may carry tandem passengers for reward 

and then only if the passenger is being flown for the purposes of instruction or they 

have the appropriate authority from the Civil Aviation Authority.  

¶ For training and professional purposes, it is a requirement that the tandem pilot 

ensures they receive a correctly completed SAHPA approved, signed indemnity from 

their passenger or student before undertaking flights, and clearly advise them of the 

inherent dangers of undertaking a tandem flight, Further that they are not insured by 

SAHPA for third party liability unless the required documentation is complete and the 

prescribed fee paid. 

¶ Smaller passengers can be flown by a tandem rated pilot on standard EN A & B non 

tandem rated gliders as long as the combined weight does not exceed the maximum 

certified weight of the paraglider and the configuration allows for full effective control 

of the glider. 

¶ Smaller passengers must be fitted with suitably fitting equipment i.e. helmet and 

harness. 

 

2.10 Instruction and Introduction 

¶ No person may offer paragliding instruction or introduction unless in possession of a 

current SAHPA Instructor rating. Instructors who wish to instruct on a winch must be 

winch qualified pilots. 

¶ Grade C paragliding instructors do not need to operate within a registered school and 

may provide instruction on a tandem rated glider as pilot in command for the 

purposes of an instructional flight so long as they are registered with SAHPA as a 

TFI and have complied with the necessary regulations, and comply with the 

equipment checking policy for tandem equipment used for TFI instruction purposes.   

 

2.11 Use of radio communication 

¶ All paraglider pilots shall comply with CAR 91.05.1(5).  

¶ Licensed paraglider pilots with valid radio licences and call signs may use the 
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SAHPA frequencies of 141.600MHz and 141.625MHz countrywide.   

¶ All competitors in a SAHPA sanctioned competitions are required to fly with a radio 

capable receiving and transmitting on the SAHPA frequencies of 141.600MHz and 

141.625 MHz. 

¶ All paragliders will adhere to any radio carriage or radio use requirements if the site 

rules require this. 

¶ Radio licences and call signs are obtainable from SAHPA on payment of an annual 

licence fee. 

¶ Radios must comply with ICASA regulations. 

¶ Radio users should observe good radio etiquette and procedure at all times.  

¶ Pilots using airband radios must have a Restricted Radio Operator's Licence. 

¶ Base stations must be operated with the relevant licence. 

 

2.12 Equipment 

 

2.12.1 Helmets 

¶ Only certified helmets are accepted for national and international competition 

participation (as per FAI or CIVL specification that is currently EN 966) 

¶ Helmets certified to the following standards are deemed suitable and are 

recommended: EN 966, Snell rs98, ASTM 2040, EN 1077-A or EN 1077-B. 

¶ Other certifications may be accepted by SAHPA for consideration by SAHPAôs 

National Safety & Training Commmitee. 

¶ As of February 2015 all helmets must meet EN 966 certificiation or be snow sports 

rated helmets. 

¶ Helmets should regularly be inspected by pilot and manufacturer recommendations 

should be followed. It is the pilots responsibility that his/her helmets is well-

maintained, suitable for the purpose and in good condition. 

¶ All SAHPA members shall wear a helmet at all times whilst clipped in on the ground 

or airborne.  

 

2.12.2 Harnesses 

¶ No paraglider shall be flown without a harness suitable for the purpose of paragliding 
and in the case of a tandem suitable harnesses for both pilot and the passenger.  

¶ All new harnesses shall be certified to EN standard. 

¶ Harnesses used in competitions must comply with the FAI requirements for 

paragliding. 

¶ Harnesses must be EN-1651 or LTF-09 or LTF-03 rated. 

¶ Harness back protection must be LTF-09 or LTF-03 rated.  

 
It is the pilotôs responsibility to check his / her harness for reserve deployment 
compatibility including but not limited to: 

o Ability to easily reach the reserve handle while seated.  
o Ability to completely deploy the reserve while seated. 

¶   

 
2.12.3 Reserve Parachutes 

¶ All paraglider pilots flying intermediate, high performance and tandem class 
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paragliders shall carry a suitable, certified reserve parachute when in flight. 

¶ Paragliders (regardless of paraglider class) participating in competitions must use a 

suitable reserve parachute. 

¶ If flying away from local site a reserve parachute is highly recommended for all 

paragliders (regardless of paraglider class). 

¶  

 

2.12.4 Altimeters 

¶ No paraglider pilot shall exceed 500ft AGL  without flying with an altimeter capable of 

measuring to plus minus 30m unless such flight is a training flight or skills test. 

¶ If the site has specific airspace restrictions then an altimeter capable of measuring 

altitude gain in increments of 30m or less is mandatory.  

¶ It is every  pilotôs responsibility to ensure they abide by all airspace regulations. 
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3 SITE CONTROL 

 

3.1 Control of Sites 

 

¶ All SAHPA registered sites that are covered under the SAHPA site insurance must 

be accessible for all current, appropriately licenced / experienced members and 

schools, as long as all site and landowner rules are adhered to. 

¶ The flying and discipline at sites in any area will be controlled by the local Club or 

Clubs or schools or landowners, local bylaws or any landowner agreements.  

¶ A  pilot who breaches the rules may be prohibited from further flying at sites in the 

area.  

¶ Should the pilot not belong to any Club, SAHPA may be approached with a written 

complaint against the pilot.  

¶ SAHPA committee will investigate the allegations and take necessary actions, where 

required. 

¶ Where no Clubs are operating in an area, the owner of the site or the local person or 

pilot dealing with the site, may approach SAHPA with a written complaint against the 

pilot. SAHPA Committee may appoint a Safety officer or suitable senior pilot to 

investigate the allegations and make recommendations for disciplinary actions, 

where necessary. 

¶ Access to any site may be controlled by the landowner(s), or their delegates, or a 

club or person who has negotiated the access with the landowner(s).  

¶ Site fees, where applicable, can be collected by the landowner, or where a local club 

has negotiated a deal for their members and/or controls the site, by the Club. Any 

site fees collected by clubs should be paid to the landowner timeously. 

¶ Where the landowner controls the access to the site, he will assume responsibility for 

ensuring that all pilots are licensed, unless he has specifically appointed a local Club 

or person to assume this duty. 

¶ All persons or bodies who have site control are duty bound to keep SAHPA informed 

of any safety issues or ownership changes or fee requirements to allow the SAHPA 

third party insurance to cover pilots flying at these sites. 

 

3.13.2 Grading of Sites 

 
¶ SAHPA flying sites and their grading are listed on the SAHPA website. 

¶ Sites shall be graded as training, basic or advanced. 

¶ Sites shall be graded by the local Club; or Clubs; or School; or Instructor in the area 

having control over the flying at the site, and such grading shall be based upon a 

consensus of opinion of Senior Pilots having regard for: 

o Local weather characteristics (prevailing wind direction, wind strength, 

weather stability etc); 

o Type of launch (steep, cliff, razor-back, abort area) ; 

o Landing zone (distance to and size of landing zone, abort areas, obstacles & 

hazards); 

o Terrain (obstacles, turbulence, property); or 
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o any other subjective dangers or potential property damage. 

 

3.23.3 Disagreement on grading  

  

¶ Should a dispute arise between clubs as to the grading for any particular site, then 

the respective National Safety and Training Officer shall determine the grading. 

 

3.33.4 Site Rules 

 
¶ Rules at all regular flying sites shall be drawn up having regard for landowner 

requirements, SAHPA rules and regulations, and general flight safety. 

¶ Site rules and guidelines are published / implemented by controlling body i.e. the 

landowner or the club. 

¶ These rules should be made available to the flying public preferably on the SAHPA 

website and the Club website and signposted at the site. 

 

3.43.5 Site Registration 

 
¶ All regular flying sites utilised by members for all types of flying are to be registered 

with RAASA via the SAHPA office. It is the responsibility of the local Clubs or the 

landowner to ensure that this information is submitted to the SAHPA office. 

¶ Once registered, sites shall be added to the SAHPA site insurance schedule. 

¶ A new site should be registered with SAHPA office within 30 days of being opened 

as a regular flying site.  

¶ The following information should be provided:  

o Contact person for flying at the site 

o Controlling body or person details 

o Landowner details 

o Rules applicable to the site 

o Grading 

o Co-ordinates 

o Should any of the above details change, SAHPA must be informed 

immediately. 

¶ A temporary NOTAM valid for 90 days will be arranged by RAASA during the site 

registration process. 

¶ If the site is to be made permanent then an application in writing to RAASA via 

SAHPA must occur. 

¶ Should any of the above details change, SAHPA must be notifiied immediately. 
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4 SIGN-OFF SYSTEM  

 

4.1 Sign-offs 

 

¶ A verbal authorisation by a Senior Pilot to fly a site of a higher grade than the pilot's 

current licence, under supervision, is recognised as a "sign-off" and shall be valid for 

that specific flight only. After the flight the pilotôs log book must be signed by said 

senior pilot, and this is then considered a sign-off endorsement. 

 

4.2 Learner Certificate pilots 

 
¶ Under no circumstance may student pilots fly without being under direct supervision 

and invisual observation of an appropriately rated SAHPA Instructor who must be on 

the ground (with the exception that the instructor may be airborne with the student in 

the case of a tandem instructional flight).  

 

 

4.3 Definition of Senior Pilot 

 
¶ Sport rating for two or more years.  

¶ At least five years total paragliding experience. 
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5 PILOT LICENCE REQUIREMENTS & LIMITATIONS 

 
 
5.1 Learners certificate 

 
¶ An applicant must complete a Student licence application and Medical Fitness Certificate 

and pay the prescribed fee. Student Licence refers to a Learners Certificate. 

¶ This permits the registered student to undergo training in paragliding under direct 

supervision of a SAHPA licensed Instructor only, in accordance with the SAHPA training 

manual. It also validates the insurance cover from the first day of training. 

¶ Registration for students must be received by SAHPA not later than seven (7) days after 

commencing of the training course. If registration occurs at a time when the SAHPA office is 

closed, the date of receipt of e-mail confirmation of registration of the student must be within 

7 days of commencing training. 

¶ The objective of the introductory course and/or tandem flight experience is for introduction 

purposes only. Individuals who sign up for this must become temporary day members.   

¶ Prior to commencement of training towards achieving a basic licence persons are required 

to hold a learners certificate. An applicant must hold a learners certificate before their first 

high flight. 

¶ To obtain the Learner certificate , the pilot will complete and the Instructor will submit the 

following to the SAHPA Office: 

o Student application form 

o Medical as per MOP/CATS 

o Student fees 

 

5.2 Basic licence 

 
5.2.1 Requirements 

 

The applicant must successfully complete the requirements on the Training Proficiency 

Card, which include: 

¶ Must have received a theoretical and practical instruction training course in accordance with 

the SAHPA Training Manual. 

¶ Achieve an 85% pass of the Basic Licence written test. 

¶ Submit a copy of the logbook signed by a rated Grade A or Grade B instructor to confirm 

that the applicant completed all requirements. 

¶ Completed a minimum of 35 flights, of minimum 60 seconds duration each, of which 20 solo 

flights must be from over 100m height difference, and a total time of at least 4 hours solo 

flight time logged, and at least one solo soaring flight of a minimum 20 minutes.  

¶ At least 2 solo flights shall be in light thermic conditions and will be at least 10 minutes 

duration each and each will include some thermalling turns (consecutive 360s in rising air).  

¶ A maximum of 5 flights as passenger on an instructor piloted tandem glider can be included 

in the initial 35 flights. These flights must be from over 100m height difference or at least 1 

minute duration.  
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¶ All flights shall be signed in the logbook by the Instructor on a daily basis.  

 

A Student shall: 

¶ have flown from at least 2 different mountain sites. 

¶ Must have been introduced to thermic flying techniques at a thermic site. 

¶ Be familiar with and be able to demonstrate the parachute-landing roll technique. 

¶ Must have knowledge of reserve parachute deployment. 

The practical flight test consisting of the below must be passed: 

¶ Demonstration of good layout, clip in and pre-flight checks, including the 5-point check 

¶ Demonstration of good unassisted pull-ups/inflation's and ground control 

¶ Demonstration of the ability to hold a canopy inflated directly overhead in sufficient wind on 

take off. 

¶ Good unassisted forward take-offs in wind strengths of 0 - 10 km/h (pilot must be able to 

under run while controlling the canopy, without assistance) (at least 5 flights) 

¶ Demonstration of good unassisted forward and reverse pull-ups (in wind strengths of 10-

15km) and take-off technique in at least five (5) of each flights. Pilots will use the cross brake 

method (or similar) in all cases, i.e. no swapping and/or letting go of toggles in hands 

allowed. 

¶ flights demonstrating S-turns or figure 8's. 

¶ 90° and 180° turns, left and right (separate flights permitted). 

¶ 360° turns, left and right (separate flights permitted). 

¶ Demonstration of good landing approach set-up and technique. 

¶ Demonstration of landing accuracy by landing 3 out of 3 attempts in a 50m diameter circle.  

¶ Must have experience of flying with several pilots sharing a ridge. 

¶ Must be able to demonstrate the Big Ears maneuver and know the dangers. 

¶ Must be able to demonstrate and operate the speed-bar system and know the dangers. 

¶ Demonstration of flight and landing with back risers and know the dangers. 

 

No student training flights or training (ground handling) should be conducted in winds of 

greater than 25 km/h. 

 
No student training flights or training (ground handling) should be conducted if the 
gust variance is greater than 10 km/h.   
 
Ground training with special pull up gliders 12m2 or smaller may be used in wind 
speeds up to 35km/h. 
 

5.2.2 Winch-trained pilots 

o Definition of a winch-trained pilot: Pilot who has done more than 50% of the 
required flights of their Basic Licence training syllabus from a winch with a 
registered winch-training school. 

o However, to qualify as a basic pilot the student will have flown at least five (5) 
solo flights from a mountain site of at least 100m height difference over a 
minimum of 2 days, which will include a ridge soaring flight in company of 
several other pilots, in addition to the winch training. 
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o The pilot will have been thoroughly briefed on the dangers of mountain flying 
and the accompanying micrometeorology and understand the differences 
between flying from a mountain versus a ground winch launch. 

o The pilot will demonstrate good unassisted take-off technique on the 
mountain launches. 

 

5.2.3 Application Procedure 

 

To obtain the Basic licence, the pilot will submit the following to the SAHPA Office: 
o Marked and passed Basic Licence examination 

o Membership Application form, duly completed and signed by a Grade B or Grade 
A Instructor and the pilot 

o Medical as per MOP/CATS 

o Completed and signed Training Proficiency Card 

o Completed and signed Practical Requirements Card  

o Completed and signed Basic Licence Theory Checklist 

o Copy of logbook signed by an A or B Grade instructor 

o Membership fees  

 

5.2.4 Basic Licence Limitations 

 

The Basic Licence pilot is permitted: 
 

o To fly at Basic-graded sites unassisted. 

o To fly under the supervision of a Sport Licenced pilot when flying at a site 
requiring additional supervision according to the Club rules of the site.  

o To fly BASIC Beginner or INTERMEDIATE CLASS paragliders without trim-tabs 
or multiple-trim setting facilities, until at least 80 flights, in accordance with the 
guidelines given in the SAHPA Paraglider Classification List if still produced, 
alternatively in accordance with the recognised rating organisations listed by 
SAHPA. 

 

5.2.5 Notes to Basic Licence 

 
It is advised that once a pilot has achieved a Basic Licence and in order to progress 
his skills and understanding the flying environment, receive further guidance and 
training by joining a club or continue flying with their school. 

 
5.3 Sport licence 

 
5.3.1 Requirements: 

 
¶ Pass the Sport Licence written test. 

¶ Submit a completed Sport Licence Application Checklist, which must show consent from the 

Comment [CM1]: At what stage is it okay to 
progress to intermediate? 
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Safety Officer that the pilot has complied with all the requirements and is competent to fly 

from all sites. 

¶ Must have held the Basic Licence for a minimum of 12 months. 

¶ Must have a minimum of 50 hours airtime. 

¶ Must have completed a total of 150 solo flights exceeding 60 seconds duration of 
which 50 flights must be thermic flights.   

¶ Must have flown a minimum of one (1) flight of no less of 20km. 

¶ Must have thorough theoretical knowledge of the following: 

o The performance limitations of the paraglider model in use 

o Cliff launches 

o Steep turns/spirals 

o Stalls 

o Spins 

¶ Must show thorough knowledge and be able to demonstrate: 

¶ Good layout and pre-flight checks 

¶ Very good unassisted ground control in all conditions 

¶ Good reverse pull-up technique and take-off in soar-able winds 

¶ Top landing 

¶ Thermalling to 1000m height gain. 

¶ Landing accuracy by landing 3 out of 3 attempts in a 20m diameter (10m radius) circle 

¶ Must have flown at least six (6) different sites. 

¶ Must supply a certificate from a SAHPA recognised establishment (locally or abroad), that the 

pilot has successfully completed a registered Aerial Manoeuvres Course or Safety Course or 

SIV Course OR completed the manoeuvres documented on the sports licence application form 

under supervision of recognised school, detailing flights and dates with instructor sign offs.Ο 

5.3.2 Aerial Manoeuvres Course 

 
The course is aimed at the pilots progressing to the Sport Licence, or to improve flying skills and 

confidence. 

The course must be registered with SAHPA or may be a recognised course from an internationally 

accepted course provider recognised by SAHPA. 

¶ Entry level for an Aerial Manoeuvres Course is a minimum of 80 flights. 

¶ The minimum course duration must be at least 2 days with a minimum of 3 flights. 

¶ Tasks must include the following: 

o Pendulum control 

o Point of stall 

o Asymmetric collapses  up to at least 50%, at trim speed and accelerated 

o Frontal collapse at trim speed and accelerated 

o Approach to spin 

o B-riser stall / C-riser stall / B3 ears ï as appropriate for glider being flown. 

o Butterfly stroke landing (as emergency procedure) 

Theory must include the following: 
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¶ Aerodynamics/glider behaviour 

¶ Meteorology and micro-meteorology 

¶ Flying techniques (manoeuvre set-up, entry, control and recovery) 

¶ Dangers and appropriate glider recovery techniques 

¶ Emergency procedures (abortive techniques and reserve chute deployment) 

¶ Medical knowledge with respect to typical paraglider injuries. 

¶ Influence of wind direction, wind strength and topography on a paragliders flight path. 

 

5.3.3 Application Procedure 
 

To obtain the Sport Licence, the pilot must submit the following to the SAHPA Office: 

¶ Sport Licence Checklist, to be signed off by a Grade A and Grade B Instructor.  

¶ Marked and passed the Sport Licence exam (minimum of 85%). 

¶ Aerial Manoeuvres (Safety Course) Certificate  or manoeuvres signed off by a Grade A 

instructor 

¶ Copy of logbook 

¶ Licence Application fee 

5.3.4 Sport Licence limitations 

¶ To fly any Paraglider, in accordance with the guidelines given in the SAHPA 
Paraglider Classification List. 

¶ To fly at all sites after local site requirements have been met. 

¶ To train as an instructor assistant under the supervision of a Grade A or Grade B 
SAHPA rated Instructor. 

 

5.3.5 Note to Sport licence 

 
It is recommended that Sport Licenced pilots continue their training by attending a 
restricted radio licenced course. 

 
 
5.4 Notes to Basic & Sport Licence 

 
¶ Members shall keep an accurate log of all flights of over 60 second duration. The 

logbook shall be kept up-to-date and shall make provision for reference to 
accumulated time in the air.  

¶ Basic Licence written tests shall be marked only by a Grade B or Grade A 
SAHPA rated Instructor and shall be based upon a standard question paper 
drawn up and circulated from time to time by the SAHPA National Safety & 
Training Officer. Sport licence written tests shall be marked by a SAHPA rated 
Instructor. Papers shall be marked consistently against the designated pass mark 
and appropriate model answers provided by the National Safety & Training 
Officer. Instructor rating written tests may only be marked by the National Safety 
& Training Officer, or a suitably experienced, competent, SAHPA rated Instructor 
approved for this purpose. 
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¶ Oral testing will only be allowed after prior application to the SAHPA Committee, 
and will only be granted for evidence of difficulty with reading and writing, such as 
dyslexia, provided that such problems will not prohibit safe flying or 
understanding of rules and regulations. SAHPA Committee will prescribe the 
procedure for such oral testing, which will be done with an instructor other than 
the instructor who did the original training. 

¶ Basic and Sport Licences shall not be granted simultaneously, except where 
accompanied by recommendations from a SAHPA Club under special 
circumstances, or in cases of pilots from other countries already in possession of 
a recognised qualification equivalent to the SAHPA Sport Licence. In such special 
cases, written application will be made to the SAHPA NLO or NSO. Foreign pilots 
may be required to write the Sport Licence test. 

 
6 RATING REQUIREMENTS & LIMITATIONS 

 
6.1 Tandem rating 

 
6.1.1 Minimum Requirements for commencement of tandem training 

¶ A minimum of 300 logged and recorded solo flights 

¶ 150 hours total logged solo airtime. 

¶ Be in possession of a valid Sport Licence for at least 12 months. 

¶ No incidents or accidents displaying negligence or incompetence in the past six months. 

 

6.1.2 Application Procedure 

¶ Before starting with a tandem Pilots Licence, the pilot must register with SAHPA as a 

Trainee Tandem Pilot. Upon Registration, the trainee Tandem Pilot will receive an Info pack 

that will include all the documentation required for the process. 

¶ Pilots applying for the Tandem Licence must check that they meet all the requirements 

below. 

6.1.3 Requirements 

 
All practical requirements must be completed within one calendar year of 
commencement of training.  

 

6.1.3.1 Practical Requirements include 

¶ Must pass the SAHPA Tandem examination. 

¶ At least 40 flights to be flown in tandem paraglider 

o The first 10 flights to be flown with  a tandem rated Grade B Instructor with an 

accurate logbook recording the experience, with the first 3 with the applicant as 

passenger and remainder of these flights as pilot in command. The tandem flight 

checklist is signed off by the initiating tandem rated instructor (A or B, not TFI) 

o Ten Flights as Pilot in Command (PIC) with Tandem Pilots  

o Issue of ATF (Authorisationty to Fly) by SAHPA must be done before flying with non tandem 

rated pilots. ATF may only be issued once theoretical exam is completed and passed, and 

medical certificate is presented. 

o 20 Flights as PIC with at least licenced PG pilots, (ATF must be issued before 
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commencing with this 20 flight section). 

o Must have flown with at least 2 different weighted tandem-rated pilots as passengers 

with a weight difference of at least 20kg, to experience the influence of different 

passenger weights on a tandem. 

o Failing the check flight requires additional five flights before next check flight, one or 

more of which must be with a designated Instructor. 

o Must log a minimum of 5 hours as PIC. 

 

¶ Winch trained Tandem Pilots are to complete at least 5 flights, one of which as a passenger 

with a Tandem Rated Instructor from a mountain site with at least 200m height difference. 

¶ The initiating training instructor to do the final sign off. 

6.1.3.2 Flight Requirements 

 

¶ Launch 

o Demonstrate unassisted forward launch in less than 5kph wind. 
o Demonstrate forward launch in more than 15kph wind (may be assisted). 
o Reverse launch in 20km wind with variance in direction and wind strength 
o Demonstrate unassisted forward launch in 0-2kph. 

¶ Flight 

o Demonstrate pendulum control 
o Demonstrate Big Ears 
o Two 30min flights in thermic conditions flown at a site at least 20km from 

coast between 11am and 3pm. 
o Log 5 hours as pilot in command 
o Fly from at least three different sites  
o Minimum five mountain launches, at least two of which with instructor. 
o Fly as close as possible to min and max weight range of wing by taking 

different weight passengers (to experience different wing loadings). 

¶ Landing  

o Accuracy: three out of three in 15m radius circle. 
o A minimum of one 0-2km/h wind landing 
o A minimum of one strong (15kph+) wind, unassisted landing with pilot and 

passenger staying on their feet while dropping the wing. 

 

6.1.3.3 Equipment Requirements 

 
¶ Only certified tandem rated glider, tandem rated reserve and equipment will be used 

for all tandem flights (reserve compulsory for all flights). 

¶ Pilot and passenger must fly with a certified helmet at all times.  

¶ SAHPA recommends that the tandem pilot preferably wears a Full Face helmet as a 
precaution against possible facial damage or being knocked out by passenger in 
turbulent conditions.  

 

 
6.1.4 Application Procedure 

¶ Tandem Rating Application Checklist, signed by the Instructor.  

¶ Letter of support/motivation from the Club to which the pilot is affiliated. 
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¶ Medical Fitness Certificate. 

¶ Marked written examination 

¶ Copy of logbook 

¶ Licence Application fee 

¶ First Aid Certificate (mandatory for TFI, not compulsory for recreational tandem 
pilots). 

 
 
6.2 Assistant Instructor rating 

 
6.2.1 Requirements 

Sport Licence holders may become Instructor Assistant with a registered school, on 
presentation of a letter requesting the pilot to be registered as an Instructor Assistant 
by SAHPA and the payment of the prescribed fee by the School. The Instructor 
Assistant will be allowed to assist with training as described in the Training Manual. 

 

6.2.2  Operating limitations 

 

¶ Instructor Assistants may only do training of students under direct supervision of a 
Grade B or Grade A rated instructor at the same site at the same time, and within 
eyesight of the student and in radio contact. 

¶ The instructor will take responsibility for the actions of the instructor assistant during 
all training sessions. 

¶ Instructorôs assistants may give theory lectures and ground control instruction 
unsupervised after having been supervised for at least 2 lectures and 2 days of 
ground control instruction. 

 
6.3 Paragliding – Grade A Instructor Rating 

 

6.3.1 Rating Requirements 

¶ Must have met minimum flights or hours for renewal of Sport Licence. 

¶ The pilot must have logged a minimum of 1000 flights and 500 hours and shall have been a 

Grade B Instructor for 5 years or more. 

¶ Active as a school instructor engaged in basic training courses.  

¶ To maintain ratings Grade A Instructor must complete a minimum of five (5) students (basic / 

sport) across the board per annum. 

¶ Grade A instructors must prepare Instructor Training Syllabus or work according to the 

association syllabus, for Grade B instructors which shall cover but not be limited to: 

o Training Methods 

o Course Content 

o Lesson Plans covering: Basic License, Sport license, Tandem & TFI 

o Advanced Grade B Instruction 

o MOP interpretation and regulation that govern the sport. 

o Ethics and actively promote Safety. 

¶ Grade A instructors must be in possession of a First Aid Certificate valid for the period the 
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rating will be valid (should the First Aid Certificate expire during the period, the new 

certificate must be submitted to SAHPA before the expiry date of the previous certificate). 

¶ An exemplary safety record, determined by the Club Safety Officer which has jurisdiction, in 

conjunction with the NSTO and Club SO having jurisdiction, by way of a letter of 

recommendation.  Should the Club SO be connected with the instructor in any manner, the 

NSTO will appoint a suitable person to determine the requirement. 

¶ Attend an Instructor Seminar, consisting of 2 full days of at least 6 hours each, presented by 

SAHPA.  

¶ Attendance at RAASA presented instructor seminars is encouraged but not mandatory. 

¶ Complete a skill test of a flight by attending a SAHPA competition and scoring a minimum 

distance of 20km in a task, or prove they are capabile of flying a cross-country flight. 

6.3.2 Application Requirements 

For the Grade A Instructor rating to be considered by the SAHPA Committee, the pilot must 

submit the following to the SAHPA Office: 

¶ Approval on deliberation from the NSTC and SAHPA Exco 

¶ Instructor rating exam 

¶ Experience of applicant. 

¶ Must have a current school 

¶ Must be a member of good standing 

¶ Copy of logbook 

¶ Copy of Restricted Radio Certificate (instructors who do not currently hold a RRC 

must attend a Restricted Radio Licence course and submit certificate to SAHPA 

office by 15 December 2014) 

¶  

¶ Licence Application fee 

¶ 1st aid certificate valid for year of rating 

¶ Medical fitness certificate sign by a medical practitioner 

¶ Submit a class 4 medical certificate of fitness. 

 
6.3.3 Annexures 

¶ Grade A Instructor Rating Application Forms 

¶ Paragliding Instructor Application Form  

¶ Class 4 Medical Form 

 

6.4 Paragliding Grade B Instructor Rating  

 

6.4.1 Rating Requirement 

¶ Must have been an assistant instructor for 1 year and provide signed instruction 

logbook. 

¶ The pilot must have logged a minimum of 500 solo flights and 100 hours and hold a 

SPORT pilot licence for 2 1 year or more.  

¶ Pass the Instructor Rating written exam.  
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¶ Hold a recognised certificate of competency in First Aid, which is current and valid for 

the period of the rating to be granted. 

¶ Have a satisfactory safety record, as an assistant instructor. 

¶ Attend an approved SAHPA Instructor Training Course. 

¶ Applicant should have launched at least three students on their first flights, under 

supervision of a Grade B or Grade A Instructor, prior to attending an instructor 

training course.  

¶ The applicant must show proper attitude towards student instruction, airmanship, 

safety, must accept responsibility, demonstrate approachability and practical 

instruction ability. 

6.4.2 Application Requirements 

 

For the Instructor rating to be considered by the SAHPA Committee, the pilot must submit 

the following to the SAHPA Office: 

¶ Instructor Application Form 

¶ Instructor Application Checklist 

¶ Letter of Recommendation from SO  

¶ Letter of Recommendation from a Grade A Instructor 

¶ Experience confirmed in instruction logbook from three (3) schools over a period of 

twenty days within one calendar year OR have been instructing with a school for at 

least one year with a clean track record. 

¶ The Instructor rating Exam 

¶ Copy of logbook 

¶ Copy of Restricted Radio Certificate (instructors who do not currently hold a RRC 

must attend a Restricted Radio Licence course and submit certificate to SAHPA 

office by 15 December 2014) 

¶ Licence Application fee 

¶ 1st aid certificate valid for year of rating 

¶ Submit a Class 4 medical certificate of fitness. 

¶ Medical fitness certificate  

 

6.4.3 Annexures 

¶ Grade B Instructor Rating Application Forms 

¶ Paragliding Instructor Application Form  

¶ Paragliding Instructor Checklist Form 

¶ Medical Declaration FormClass Four Medical Form 

6.5 Grade C Instructor Rating (Tandem Flight Instructor) 

 

6.5.1 Minimum Requirements for Application 

¶ Tandem License must have been held for a period of one year. 

¶ Total of 500 Flights (tandem and solo combined). 
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¶ 100 Tandem flights logged. 

¶ 50 Tandem hours logged. 

¶ At least five different sites flown on tandem. 

¶ 25km tandem XC flown (in thermic conditions). 

¶ Must be current (at least 20 tandem flights flown in past 6 months). 

¶ Hold a recognised certificate of competency in First Aid, which is current and valid for 

the period of the rating to be granted. 

¶ Incident free for last six months. 

¶ Must have signed and adhere to code of conduct (Airmanship). 

¶ Submit a class 4 medical certificate of fitness. 

 

 

6.5.2 Practical Flight Test 

o Two Check Flights as pilot in command, done at different sites, with two 

designated tandem instructors. 

o Present SIV certificate from registered school, for following manoeuvres, or 

demonstrate on a Tandem glider: 

o Pendulum control 

o 50%+ Asymmetric collapse (trims off) 

o Front collapse (trims off) 

o B Line Stall (demonstrate theory only)  

o Point of Spin 

o Point of Stall 

o Big Ears Landing 

o Butterfly Landing 

o Spiral (8 ï 12m/s) demonstrating controlled exit 

o Two consecutive 360s (in the same direction) in 20 seconds with an accurate 

controlled heading on exit. 

o Figure of eight: Two consecutive 360 deg turns in opposite directions, 

straightening out in the middle, within 23 seconds and with an accurate 

controlled heading on exit. 

6.5.3 Additional Requirements: 

o Pass Theory Exam 

o Application must be signed of by the SO. 

o Two letters of recommendation by SAHPA registered Grade A or B 

instructors. 

6.5.4 Operating limitations for Tandem Flight Instructors: 

¶ Tandem Flight Instructors may take members of the public for an instructional flight 

experience for remuneration. 

¶ Tandem Flight Instructors may take ab-innitio students as passengers on 

instructional flights.  

6.5.5 Annexures 

¶ TFI Rating Application Forms 
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¶ Paragliding Instructor Application Form 

¶ TFI Tandem rating Application Checklist Form  

¶ Class 4 Medical Form 

 
7 LICENCES & RATINGS - GENERAL 

 

 
7.1 Awarding of Licences 

 

Licence renewals for successful applicants shall be approved by the Safety Officer of 
each Club or the NSTO, on behalf of SAHPA (with the exception as noted in 8.3).  
 
Licence applications for successful trainees shall be approved by a SAHPA rated 
Instructor on behalf of SAHPA. Members not part of a club may apply for renewals 
directly from the SAHPA NSTO or instructors. 

 
7.2 Eligibility 

 

It is a legal condition that paragliding pilot licences shall only be issued to paid up 
members of SAHPA. 

 
7.3 Application Forms 

 

Licence applications shall be made on the prescribed form, which shall be signed by 
the applicant and accompanied by the appropriate fee, training proficiency card, 
proof of age, medical fitness certificate (where required), and abbreviated logbook as 
appropriate. 

 
7.4 Medical Fitness Certificate 

 
¶ The licence applicant must be in possession of a Medical Fitness certificate (self-

declared) as per Addendum C. 

¶ A Medical Fitness certificate shall be completed by a prospective student prior to 
commencing training, and shall be attached to the Student Licence application. 

¶ A Medical Fitness certificate shall not be older than 3 months when submitted. 

¶ This Medical Fitness certificate shall be completed every year and attached to the 
licence renewal application.  

¶ Exemption to the requirements above exists for pilots holding a current CAA 
Approved Class 1, 2 or 4 Medical Certificate.  

¶ Foreign certificates may be accepted provided there is proof that these meet the 
above standards. 

¶ All SAHPA licensed pilots will further more comply with the CAR regulations 
defining requirements for Paraglider, Powered Paraglider, Hang Glider and 
Powered Hang Glider, as well as Powered Parachutes. 

¶ All tandem pilots will comply with the extra medical requirements as set out by 
the CAA.  

 

7.5 Entitlement 
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A paragliding licence will entitle the nominated holder to fly a paraglider of the 
applicable Class and Type, from any established site or which carries the appropriate 
official grading providing they do so within the General Air Regulations, for 
recreational and sport aviation. 
 

Requirements of local affiliated clubs, landowners, and local authorities must be met 
in each case. 

 
7.6 Age Limitations 

 
7.6.1 Commencement of Training 

 
A Learners Certificate for solo training may be issued and training commence at the 
age of 14.  
 
There is no stipulated age in the regulations that govern paragliding for dual 
instruction, however, as professional tandems are instructional by nature, SAHPA 
has stipulated that these should only commence at the age of 10; and only with 
parental authorisation. The tandem flight instructor must further assure themselves 
that the minor is a suitable candidate for tandem flight and make use of suitable 
fitting equipment for the instructional flight. Once flight for reward falls under a new 
Part / regulation, the age limitations may be reconsidered. 
 
The holder of a Learnerôs Certificate may only fly under direct supervision of a 
SAHPA instructor.  
 

A Learners Certificate must be renewed regularly until the pilot can obtain the Basic 
Licence.  

 
7.6.2 Issuing of Licences 

 

No Basic licence shall be issued to any person under the age of 16. Persons under 
the age of 18 must submit with their application written consent of their parents or 
legal guardians. 

 
7.7 New Licence Applications  

 
7.7.1 Learner Certificate (Student Licence) Applications  

 

¶ All trainee pilots are to be registered Student Pilots. Students need to be 
registered before any flying (Instructors are agents of SAHPA so the temp 
membership must be filled in before flying) and the paperwork and payment 
submitted to SAHPA within 7 days. 

¶ Learners Certificates are obtained by completing the Student Licence (Student 
Membership) form and the Medical Fitness Certificate in the training manual and 
paying the appropriate fee to the instructor who will pay this to SAHPA. 

¶ Paragliding Training manuals are available from all SAHPA Paragliding 
Instructors and it is the responsibility of the SAHPA Instructors to submit 
completed student licence forms together with the required Medical Fitness 
Certificate and the appropriate fee to the SAHPA Secretary within 14 days of 
commencement of training. 
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¶ Learners Certificates will not be issued without the instructor issuing an original 
SAHPA training manual.  

¶ A Learners Certificate provides temporary membership to SAHPA (including 
temporary third party insurance) and is valid for a 6 month period only. 

¶ All trainee pilots are required to complete the exercises, both practical and 
theoretical, on a Training Proficiency Card. The activities required for the 
appropriate Basic licence are to be signed-off by a SAHPA rated Instructor, and 
the Card is to be submitted with the licence application. 

¶ Training manuals may only be obtained from SAHPA by SAHPA rated 
Instructors.  

¶ Only SAHPA rated Instructors may sign off a Training Proficiency Card.  

¶ Training Proficiency Cards are compulsory for all trainee pilots. 

¶ No PG Basic Licence shall be issued to a person who does not have a valid 
Learners Certificate (Temporary Membership). 

¶ In the case of a Paragliding Introductory Course, comprising no more than 3 
days, the trainee pilotindividual should be in possession of a temporary student 
licencemembership, which will be valid for the 3 dayvalid for 1 day duration of the 
course from  i.e. the documented date on the application form .TFI introduction 
course Booklet. An Indemnity must be signed. and  Once the decision has been 
made to commence with full training towards a Basic licence (and the individual 
wishes for the flights undertaken to count toward licence) a Student 
LicenceLearners Certificate form must be completed; however noand a SAHPA 
manual will be supplied by the instructor. 

 
7.7.2 TFI: flight experience membership applications 

 
¶ All temporary instructional flight experience memberships licences shall be valid 

for one full day and be completed by the applicant and the grade C instructor 
(TFI) conducting the flight. The applicant must complete the SAHPA temporary 
instructional flight experience licence and retain their tear-off portion for purposes 
of proof. 

¶ The TFI will retain the top copy for their records and will submit the 2nd copy 
which remains in the booklet to SAHPA on completion of the licence book. These 
booklets are the property of SAHPA and need to be purchased per booklet at the 
prices stipulated by SAHPA 

¶ New Licence books will only be furnished on receipt of the previous completed 
book and the receipt of the fees payable.  

¶ If an introductory day is done the extra fees must be paid across to SAHPA with 
the detail supplied as to which licence number is applied for this introductory day. 

 
7.7.3 Paragliding Basic Licence Applications 

 
¶ PG Basic Licences may only be awarded upon the successful completion of the 

Training Proficiency Card, with the approval of a SAHPA Instructor. 

¶ Completed Training Proficiency Cards must be attached to the completed licence 
application as well as the completed and passed theory test, and appropriate 
fees paid. 

 
7.8 Paragliding Sport Licence Applications 

 
Paragliding Sport Licence Applications, must be signed by a duly appointed 
Licensing & Safety Officer or Instructor. Written tests must be marked by a SAHPA 
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rated Instructor or the Licensing & Safety Officer. Completed and passed theory tests 
are to be forwarded to SAHPA Office for verification by the National Licensing 
Officer. 

 
7.9 Licence & Rating Privileges 

 

 Members may exercise the privileges of a licence from the time of payment of the 
prescribed fee and submission of all required documents, to the designated body. 

 
7.10 Instructor Assistants 

 

Sport Licence holders may become Instructor Assistant with a registered school, on 
presentation of a letter requesting the pilot to be registered as an Instructor Assistant 
by SAHPA and the payment of the prescribed fee by the School. The Instructor 
Assistant will be allowed to assist with training as described in the Training Manual. 

 
7.11 Instructor Rating Application 

 
Instructor rating applications, after successful completion of all requirements on the 
Instructor Rating Application. Applications must be submitted to the SAHPA office for 
consideration by the NSTO and the SAHPA Committee for approval BEFORE the 
rating can be awarded. Written theory tests may only be marked by the NSTO or his 
delegate. 

 
7.12 Proof of Licence 

 
Members must carry and be able to furnish proof of license and membership to any 

relevant authority upon request 

 

7.13 Period of Validity 

 

Licences shall be valid only whilst the holder is a fully paid up member of SAHPA 
and Aero Club, and are renewable annually(see point 13.3. in governance document) 
on the anniversary date of the licence.   

A licence shall not be valid after the due date for renewal. The licence period will 
always run for 12 months after the due date, regardless of when the renewal fees are 
received.  

 

If a licence is not renewed within the 12 month period after the due date for renewal, 
then the licence will automatically be down graded in the case of Sport  Licence 
(paragliding). In the case of Basic Licence, retraining may be required at the 
discretion of the NSTO. 

 

7.14 Proof of currency 

 
¶ All pilots have to prove that they have flown regularly and have done the required 

number of flights over the previous 12 months by completing an abbreviated 
logbook and documenting their hours on the SAHPA renewal form. Pilots can at 
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any stage, by SAHPA, Aero club or the CAA, be requested to produce their 
logbooks in hard copy for scrutiny if an audit is required.  

¶ All pilots are required by law to keep a written or printed logbook and it is 
suggested that those pilots maintaining log books digitally print out a hard copy 
every 3 months to comply with this regulation. In the case of licence upgrades or 
new ratings pilots must attach the relevant log book pages showing the flights 
required for the license upgrades or ratings applied for. For endorsement flights 
or confirmation of experience and sufficient flights for a site or other reason the 
pilotôs logbook must be signed by an authorised person and must accompany the 
application.  

 

7.15 Suspension of privileges of licence or ratings 

 
Licences, ratings or endorsements shall be suspended automatically and 

immediately in the event of: 

¶ The holder being in an accident, whether flying or otherwise, in which they suffer 

from concussion; 

¶ A medical practitioner being of the opinion that the holder has ceased to be fit to fly 

paragliders safely. Such temporary suspension may be authorised by a Safety 

Officer or the National Safety & Training Officer, and shall continue until such time as 

a fresh medical certificate of fitness has been obtained from the GP and due process 

has been followed. 

¶ Notification of such suspension for a serious breach of the rules and regulations or a 

serious breach of safety, to the pilot by the National Safety & Training Officer, and 

will follow the disciplinary process  

¶ The pilot being declined or having SAHPA membership revoked. 

 

7.16 Non-Availability of Safety Officers 

 
¶ In regions where no Local Club system is operating and/or where suitably qualified 

Safety Officers are not available, licences may be recommended at the discretion of 

the relevant disciplines  National Safety & Training Officer or his delegate to whom 

applications shall be made direct for consideration on merit. Such applications must 

be accompanied by logbooks and may be further motivated by recommendations 

from senior pilots. 

¶ The National Safety & Training Officer may appoint a suitably qualified pilot from 

another Club or area to assist with the recommendation for licencing, until such time 

as the problem has been resolved. 

¶ Instructors may sign off applications / renewal applications. 

 

7.17 Fees 

 
Each application for any licence or rating is to be accompanied by the required fees 
that consist of associated costs to legally fly paragliders in South Africa. This 
includes, but is confined to gazetted fees (in the case of the National Pilot Licence 
currency fee), Aero Club South Africa membership and SAHPA membership fee as 
stipulated by the SAHPA Committee from time to time.  
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8 PILOT LICENCE & RATING RENEWALS  

 

8.1 Application 

 
¶ A renewal form shall be completed by each pilot for the annual renewal of a licence 

rating. Every renewal application shall be accompanied with the SAHPA 

renewal forms and an abbreviated logbook. 

 

8.2 Authorised Signatories 

 
¶ Renewal applications shall be signed by the appointed Safety Officers or Instructors, 

who shall satisfy themselves that the requirements have been met.  

¶ Instructor rating renewals shall be submitted to the National Safety & Training Officer 

for approval and signature. 

¶ The National Safety & Training Officer will only consider authorising unsigned 

renewal applications if it can be satisfactorily shown that there is no local club 

operating in the area. 

¶ Applications will then be furnished to the designated Authorities via the applicable 

channels with the recommendation to issue the relevant licenses and ratings as 

applicable. 

 

8.3 Accumulated Experience (Practical Knowledge) 

 
SAHPA will recognise the renewal application of sport licenced pilot applications from 
members who have: 

¶ previously held their sport licence for five (5) years consecutively, or  

¶ completed one thousand (1000) flights; or five hundred (500) hours, and who 
have competed in competitions and are in good standing with SAHPA 

as being of sufficient experience as to comply automatically with the renewal criteria 
for their sports licence only, provided they have logged five (5) hours of airtime in 
their current licence period. 
 
Applicants shall be required to submit a completed renewal form with the required 
medical declaration together with their current logbook. 

 

 

8.4  Renewal criteria for paragliding licences & ratings 

 

8.4.1 Learner Certificates - renewal 

¶ No minimum experience required. Renewable every 6 months. 

 

8.4.2 Basic Licence - renewal 

¶ Minimum 10 flights or 5 hours logged regularly during the previous 12 month period. 

¶ Medical as per MOP/CATS 

¶ Renewal form signed by NSO or Grade B Instructor 

¶ Abbreviated logbook or logbook copy 
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8.4.3 Sport Licence - renewal 

¶ Minimum 40  20 flights or 10 hours logged regularly during the previous 12 month 

period. 

¶ Medical as per MOP/CATS 

¶ Renewal form signed by NSO or Grade B Instructor 

¶ Abbreviated logbook or logbook copy 

¶ Exceptions: as per 8.3.  

 
8.4.4 Tandem Rating - renewal 

 
As long as sports licence requirements are met and current, a tandem rating does not lapse, 
however, a tandem pilot may not fly with a non-tandem rated pilot unless he/she has 
completed 1 tandem flight in the previous 7 days OR flown more than 5 solo hours in an 
Intermediate or Performance rated glider in the previous 30 days. 
As long as sports licence requirements are met and current, a recreational tandem rating 
does not lapse, however, a tandem pilot may not fly with a non-tandem rated pilot unless 
he/she has completed 1 tandem flight in the previous three months OR flown more than 5 
solo hours in an Intermediate or Performance rated glider in the previous 30 days. 
 
Minimum of 20 10 flights and 5 4 hours logged regularly during the previous 12 month period 
on tandem gliders, in addition to the Sport Licence requirements, and a current Medical 
Certificate of Fitness and  
 
It is recommended that in possession of a First Aid Certificate, valid for the period of the 
rating, is held.  
 
If any incidents are reported, renewal the rating is subject to safety Safety committee 
Committee approval. 

 
8.4.5 Instructor Rating - renewal 

NOTE: ALL Instructor rating requirements must be met in the preceding 12 months from the 

annual renewal date. 

 

8.4.5.1 Grade C Instructor - renewal 

¶ 40 Tandem Flights logged in past year 

¶ 10 Tandem hours logged in past year 

¶ Valid first aid certificate (should the certificate expire during the period, a new 
certificate must be submitted to SAHPA before the expiry of the previous certificate) 

¶ Class 4 Medical. 

¶ SO Approval approval of renewal 

¶ If any incidents reported, renewal subject to safety committee reapproval. 

¶ If three warnings or accidents/incidents on file, the TFI rating will not be renewed. 

 

8.4.5.2 Grade A & B Instructor rating ï renewal  

¶ Must have met minimum flights or hours for renewal of SPORT LICENSE  
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¶ Active as a school instructor engaged in basic training OR regularly 

participating in the running of safety and training projects at Club level OR engaged 

in aerial manoeuvres courses and/or cross country flying training.  

¶ Student Training, must complete at least 2 student to basic license a year. 

¶ SIV instructors must run at least 2 course with 3 people attending a year. 

¶ Grade A instructors must have trained at least 5 students from student to basic each 

year 

AND 

¶  Be in possession of a First Aid Certificate valid for the period the rating will be 

valid (should the First Aid Certificate expire during the period, the new certificate 

must be submitted to SAHPA before the expiry date of the previous certificate) 

AND 

¶  A satisfactory safety record, determined by the Club Observer Committee 

which has jurisdiction, in conjunction with the Club L&SO having jurisdiction, by way 

of a letter of recommendation.  Should the Club L&SO be connected with the 

instructor in any manner, the NS&TO will appoint a suitable person to determine the 

requirement. 

AND 

¶  Attend an Instructor Seminar consisting of 2 full days of at least 6 hours each 

(if made available by SAHPA). This requirement may be offered and met as two 

Instructor Fly-Away's with half-day seminars.  

AND 

¶  Complete a skill test of a cross country flight by by  

o Attending a SAHPA competition and scoring a minimum distance of 10km in a 

task,  

OR 

¶ Flying distance at an Instructor Fly-Away to the satisfaction of the NSTO,  

OR  

¶ Participating in a CAT II competition within the last 18 

months; OR if these avenues have failed or was 

impossible, applying to the NLO to demonstrate thermalling 

and cross country skills to an inspector (costs for inspector 

to be paid by instructor/school) 

a.  

b. Flying distance at an instructors fly away to the satisifaction 

of the NSTO; OR 

c. if these avenues have failed or was impossible, applying to 

the NLO to demonstrate thermalling and cross country 

skills to an inspector (costs for inspector to be paid by 

instructor/school) 

AND 

¶ Submit a newly signed medical certificate of fitnessClass 4 Medical. 

 
8.4.6 Pilots over 60 years of age 

Additional to any of the above licence renewal criteria, a new Medical Certificate of 
Fitness signed by a medical practitioner. 
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8.5 Licence Privileges   

 

Pilots may exercise privileges of licenses and ratings as provided for in the CARôs 
CATS and this MOP provided they have met all the requirements and the license is 
valid.  

A licence will entitle the nominated holder to fly a paraglider of the applicable Class 
and Type, from any site provided their rating is appropriate for the site grading. 

A pilot may approach/request to NSTO and SAHPA to have their licenses and ratings 
temporarily put on hold after consideration by National Safety and training Committee 
and this recommendation put on the pilots file at RAASA.   

 

9 LAPSED LICENCE/RATING  

 
A basic or sports licenced pilot who has failed to meet currency requirements or 
whose license has lapsed must complete a currency skills test supervised by an 
instructor comprising of at least 1 flight and an oral evaluation of the pilotôs 
knowledge base. The current theoretical exams must be used as a bench mark for 
the oral evaluation. The applicant may not be issued with a license grade or rating 
higher than previously held. The instructor will recommend the applicant is issued a 
license appropriate with the pilotôs current competency level and therefore may not 
necessarily be of a similar level of the lapsed license or rating held. A sample skills 
test is noted in 9.8. 

Note: If the number of lapsed years exceeds the number of licenced years ï then 
complete requirements will have to be met from the beginning.  

In exceptional circumstances an applicant may apply to SAHPA with acceptable and 
sufficient motivation for consideration to make exemptions or concessions on some 
renewal criteria. This will be handled on a case by case basic at the discretion of the 
SAHPA committee and NSTO. 

 

9.1 Lapsed instructor ratings 

 
For lapsed Instructor ratings, the pilot will have to comply with all the Instructor rating 
currency requirements at the discretion of the National safety and training committee. 

Note: If the number of lapsed years exceeds the number of licenced years ï then 
complete requirements will have to be met from the beginning.  

In exceptional circumstances an applicant may apply to SAHPA with acceptable and 
sufficient motivation for consideration to make exemptions or concessions on some 
renewal criteria. This will be handled on a case by case basic at the discretion of the 
SAHPA committee and NSTO. 

If a licence is left to lapse all ratings automatically fall away and a pilot may have his 
ratings reinstated after completing applicable skill tests and theory examinations at 
the discretion of the NSTO and SAHPA executive. 

Refer to 9.7 for TFI / Instructors Grade C requirements. 

 
9.19.2  Lapsed currency 
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¶ Failure to meet these currency requirements will result in no license or rating 
being issued until a skills test and oral evaluation of the pilotôs knowledgebase 
has been performed.  

¶ Before any skills test can be performed the applicant must be a paid up member 
of SAHPA. The applicant may not fly without the supervision of an Instructor until 
such time he has received his license. 

¶ Should an instructor fail to meet these requirements, the National Safety and 
Training Officer can appoint a duly qualified person to assess the pilot's skills 
(currency skill test) and make a recommendation on the renewal of the rating.  

   

9.29.3 Renewal of lapsed Instructor Rating 

 
¶ Must attend instructors seminar or, 

¶ Must attend 2 schools for 5 days each  if no seminar. 

¶ Alternatively attend 1 school for 10 days if no seminar 

¶ Must attend TFI course, if they wish to apply for Grade C  rating(TFI) allowing 
instructor to instruct tandem flight experience course. 

¶ It is possible to become a B grade instructor and not instruct via tandem.   

¶ Must fulfil practical requirements as specified in SA-CATS-FCL and the SAHPA MOP 

¶ Must produce a letter from those schools and letters of competency from his/her club 
LSO or safety Committee. 

¶ Complete all latest theoretical tests for all licences and ratings appropriate for rating 
required. This will include basic , sport etc if different to the ones previously written to 
becoming an instructor initially. 

¶ Must have basic First Aid level 1 ( CPR optional but suggested) 

¶ Plus comply with renewal requirements as per licence and ratings 

  

9.39.4 Renewal of lapsed Grade C / TFI rating 

 
¶ Must attend TFI course  or complete 5 sign off flights with a TFI rated tandem 

instructor holding either the combination of A & C or B & C instructor rating.  

¶ Must fulfil practical requirements as directed in SA-CATS-FCL and the SAHPA MOP 

¶ Must produce letters of competency from his/her club LSO or safety Committee. 

¶ Complete all latest theoretical test for all licences and ratings appropriate for rating 
required. 

¶ Must have basic First Aid level 1 ( CPR optional but suggested) 

  

9.49.5 Renewal of  basic or sport licence (if lapsed for less than 3 years)  

¶ Skills test   

¶ Licence reissued  

¶ Flights and flight time hours for renewal adhered to.  



 

 

SAHPA MOP Revision 2.6 Operations: Paragliding (for RAASA review)  Page 40 of 58 

¶ Medicals as per SA-CATS-FCL and the SAHPA MOP 

 

9.59.6 Renewal of  basic or sports licence (if lapsed for more than 3 years)  

¶ Skills test  

¶ Latest theoretical test re written  

¶ Minimum 10 flights  

¶ Medical as per MOP/CATS 

 

9.69.7 Renewal of Grade C/TFI rating (if lapsed for more than 5 years) 

¶ Complies with instructor aspects (60 months as per CAR's )-   

¶ flights signed off by Tandem rated or TFI rated instructor   

¶ comply with renewal requirements  

¶ Completes latest theory test  

¶ Must have basic First Aid level 1 ( CPR optional but suggested) 

 

It is in all Instructor’s, TFI's and tandem pilots interests to keep current and licensed. 

 

9.79.8 Sample currency skill test 

 
A skills test should comprise: 

1) good take-off and landing ability 

2) consecutive 360o turns (thermalling, if possible) 

3) ridge soaring (if possible) 

4) good judgment for landing in a small landing space 

5) The pilot should also show good theoretical knowledge of the 
following: 

a) Meteorology 

b) Right of way rules & understanding of airspace 

c) Turbulence control 

6) At least one skills test flight while under supervision by an instructor, 
or a person appointed by the NSTO. 

The currency skill test must be completed on the Currency Skill Test Form 
in the appropriate places and submitted with the Renewal Application. 
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10 PILOTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 

 

10.1 Local Pilots with Foreign Licences 

¶ In the event of a basic licence membership application being received from a pilot 

already having attained a licence in a foreign country, the pilot will be required to 

pass an assessment of their flying skills and an oral evaluation of the appropriate 

theoretical exams pertaining to their licence grade by a registered SAHPA Instructor. 

¶ In the case of a sport license or higher the latest SAHPA theoretical examination 

must be written and passed, however SAHPA will recognise FAI IPPI certifications 

and consider conversions from IPPI level 4 or above. 

¶ All applicants holding licences from non-FAI-recognised countries will be required to 

complete exams and a skills test at the instructorôs discretion. 

¶ Anyone wanting to become a Grade A, B, C instructors must fulfil all SAHPA 

requirements in SA. 

 

10.2 Visiting Foreign Pilots 

¶ In the case of visiting pilots, temporary membership status may be granted and the 

licence shall be valid for a specified period only, after a temporary membership fee 

as prescribed by the SAHPA Committee has been paid. The fee shall include full 

Public Liability Insurance cover comparable to that of a local pilot unless the foreign 

pilot can prove that he is covered in South Africa by his/her own insurance. 

¶ In the event that the foreign pilot is able to supply SAHPA with certified copies of 
their licence and third party insurance valid in South Africa, then SAHPA may waive 
the insurance fee(s) if the licence and documentation are deemed acceptable. 

¶ If temporary membership status is granted foreign licence must be valid for the full 

period of the temporary membership / licence. 

¶ A foreign pilot living in South Africa for a period exceeding 90 days is expected to 

apply for a SAHPA licence. 

¶ Foreign Instructor ratings do not apply unless the Instructor has been validated by 

the relevant SAHPA NSTC committee and has complied with the minimum 

requirements for the instructors rating as stipulated in the SAHPA MOP.  

 

10.3 Event based License validation 

¶ RAASA accepts that an authorisation to fly is automatically given for the foreign pilot 

to participate in the competition or event under the authority of the event organizer. 

¶ The organizer would then in an agreed period furnish via SAHPA to RAASA, the 

pilots and their necessary paperwork completed as accepted by SAHPA for 

competitions and events. 

¶ SAHPA and RAASA recognise the IPPI card along with a valid foreign licence and 

FAI sporting license to allow the pilot to compete and fly in the event. 

¶ SAHPA shall delegate to reputable persons for foreign license validation and 

document completion. 

¶ Foreign pilots are to be briefed and must at all times comply with local site 

requirements. 
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10.4 Free flight IPPI and foreign validations 

¶ RAASA recognizes the IPPI system 

¶ SAHPA will validate foreign licenses.  

¶ SAHPA is to provide resources to explain difference in  SAôs Airlaw and weather 

including site-specific issues and airspace restrictions. 

¶ SAHPAôs Safety Officers, Instructors and reputable persons at sites will check the 

IPPI card,  foreign license and validity, ensure foreign pilots complete and sign the 

necessary forms, collect the membership fee, and ensure that they are aware of the 

rules in the area. This documentation is normally sent within 7 days to the SAHPA 

office except during SAHPA office closed periods and during peak flying seasons 

where the documentation must be submitted to SAHPA within 30 days . 

. 

 

10.5 Pilots wishing to work in South Africa 

 

¶ No Pilot may operate in South Africa without completing the South African Instructor 

requirements, however credit for his foreign licences and ratings held may be given 

on the discretion of SAHPA via its relevant bodies. 

¶ No foreign pilot may operate for reward unless they have a legal work permit for the 

activity they wish to operate for reward.  
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11 COMPETITIONS 

 

11.1 Introduction 

¶ The purpose of this section is to provide organisers hosting Provincial, National and 

International competitions with the necessary regulations and authority to carry out 

the task. 

 

11.2 Validity 

¶ Only competitions sanctioned by SAHPA and run according to this Section will be 

recognised by SAHPA. 

 

11.3 Bids for staging competition 

 

11.3.1 National and International Competitions  

¶ Any Club or person wishing to stage a National or CIVL Category II Championship or 

higher, must submit a bid to do so to the SAHPA Executive by 31 October of the 

previous year, or six months in advance of the planned date of the competition, if the 

competition is planned for between 1 December and 28 February. The SAHPA 

executive reserves the right to decrease the time required to apply to hold a national 

competition. 

¶ All bids for Category II Championships or higher must be sanctioned by SAHPA 

before application may be made to the CIVL and FAI via the AeCSA as the NAC. 

¶ Application for Category II Championships or higher must be made to the CIVL at 

least six months before the proposed date of the competition.  

¶ The bid must include details such as proposed dates, site information, maximum 

number of competitors, competition format, organisers, cost and available sponsors. 

¶ The SAHPA will appoint an organiser to stage the competition after evaluation of the 

bids received, if any, and inform the members of the decision. 

¶ All competitions will comply with the AeCSA, SRSA and SASCOC requirements to 

be sanctioned. 

¶ The organiser (via SAHPA) is requested to submit to AeCSA, for submission to 

SASCOC and SRSA approval, the following: 

o Endorsement letter from International Body confirming it is an authorised 
event. (In most cases the FAI confirmation)  

o Endorsement letter of financial support from the International body (If they are 
giving support or a letter from SAHPA to state they do are not receiving any 
financial support from the relevant international body  

o Endorsement letter from host province.  
o Endorsement letter from host city.  
o Budget for the event indicating that the necessary funds are available for the 

successful completion of the event.  
o Supporting documents from sponsors endorsing support of the event or a 

letter confirming that there are no sponsors and the event will be funded out 
of attendance fees or the like. 

o Project plan/business Plan for any FAI CAT2 or CAT 1 competitions 
o Letter from SAHPA confirming the competition. 
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o Confirmation of adherence to FAI competition rules if a FAI CAT 1 or CAT 2 
competition  

¶  

 

11.3.2 Provincial Competitions 

¶ Any organiser wishing to stage a Provincial competition must submit a bid to do so to 

the SAHPA. 

¶ The bid must include details such as proposed dates, site information, maximum 

number of competitors, competition format, organisers, cost and available sponsors. 

¶ SAHPA will appoint an organiser to stage the competition after evaluation of the bids 

received, if any, and inform the members of the decision. 

 

11.4 Notification of competitions 

 
¶ SAHPA committee will compile a competition calendar and publish it in the SAHPA 

Newsletter or official website and notify AeCSA. 

¶ The organisers will be responsible for sending out notification and/or entry forms 

prior to the event. 

 

11.5 Results 

¶ It is recommended that the official results of competitions must be submitted to 

SAHPA immediately after the competition.  

o The results will be published. 

o If a FAI Category II or higher event results must be submitted to the AeCSA 

as the NAC.   

 

11.6 Entry 

¶ Notification must be distributed to the members at least one month before the 

competition. 

¶ The following information is required on the entry form: 

o Licence Requirements 

o Entry Fee 

o Deadline for registration 

o Venue, dates and time 

o Arrangements for transport/recovery/film/GPS 

¶ A copy of the competition regulations must be available for all those requesting it. 

 

11.7 Licence requirements 

¶ Minimum licence requirements for Provincial and National and International 

Competitions a basic licence or higher. 

¶ Organisers may give preferential entry to higher graded pilots. 

¶ Minimum age for competitors is sixteen years old. 

¶ All competitors must have FAI sporting licences with the exception of local pilots 

participating in local competitions. 

 

11.8 Competition regulations 

¶ The aim of any SAHPA -sanctioned competition is for recreational activity only. Any 
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claim for commercial loss due to a competition or task being cancelled or being 

invalid or due to a decision by the task committee or organisers will not be tolerated. 

¶ The competition rules or regulations must be submitted to SAHPA NSTC or relevant 

competition committee for the relevant discipline at two (2) months before the start 

of the competition for approval. 

¶ Competition regulations must be available to all competitors at the start of the 

competition. 

¶ Certain mandatory regulations regarding format, safety, etc, are stipulated in 

Addendum R to this section, and must be adhered to. The addendum also contains 

suggested rules, which should be included in the competition regulations. 

 

 

11.9 Accident emergency arrangements 

¶ The organisers of an International competition shall provide on-site medics and 

ambulance facilities during the competition. Emergency arrangements for National 

and Inter-Provincial competitions will be at the discretion of the competition 

organisers unless otherwise arranged. 

 

11.10 Take-off judges 

¶ Organisers of Paragliding competitions shall ensure that appointed take-off judges or 

launch assistants are briefed on the importance of competitors carrying out a leg 

strap check and reserve handle check prior to obtaining launch clearance. 

 

11.11 Selection of national teams 

¶ The selection of National Paragliding Teams to compete in World Championships 

and other International events will be made by the SAHPA Paragliding competition 

committee. 

¶ The selection criteria is incorporated in the  Paragliding Competition Addendum R.   

 

11.12 Development of rules/scoring requirements for local competitions and the 

SAPC 

 
In the case of paragliding the national competition committee chosen by the SAHPA 
executive will, after consultation via forums and other methods with the competition 
pilots in South Africa ï especially the top 20 males and top 5 females (i.e. the top 15 
ranked pilots on the WPRS system) will put in place the formats, scoring criteria and 
national selection criteria along with suitable documentation to be placed in 
addendum R of the SAHPA MOP which will be ratified by the SAHPA executive. 

 

 
11.13 Airspace permissions / approvals 

 
¶ It is every  pilotôs responsibility to ensure they comply with controlled airspace 

regulations. 

¶ The competition organisers are responsible for implementing NOTAMS and 

informating neaby GA clubs ATSUs of planned activities. 

¶ Applications via RAASA to CAMU must occur at least 180 days beore the event to 

meet the AIRAC cycle. 
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12 QUALITY CONTROL SYSTEM 

 

The SAHPA system involves periodic inspection and audit both internally and externally. 

 

The operational quality system monitors certain performance areas. 

 

¶ Quality Indicators  

o Membership numbers at year end 

Á Students in training 

Á Students 

Á New members 

Á Renewal members 

Á Non renewed members 

o Number of reports & incidents 

o Number of instructor ratings or upgrades issued in previous year 

o Number of Tandem Authorities to fly issued 

o Number of non-compliances, findings and corrective actions 

o Number of operating Clubs and members 

o Number of competitors in local competitions 

o Number of TFI operators and flights conducted per annum 

o Number of temporary foreign membership 

o School numbers  

o Number of equipment dealers 

o Number of service centres 

 

 

12.1 Quality monitoring 

 

SAFETY officers continually monitor levels of airmanship, pilot skill especially checking that 

of recently qualified or rated pilots. They feed back into the reporting system and ensure any 

rectification or possible retraining is necessary.  

 

Instructors perform quality monitoring on the performance of Safety Officers and visa versa. 

 

The NSTO monitors and reports to the discipline representative on the  SAHPA committee 

and thus the SAHPA committee regarding any quality matter.  

The SAHPA committee will review any matters on a regular basis and minute any matter for 

corrective action. 

   

¶ Action after any audit both internal or external is as follows:  

o Root cause of finding 

o Time frame put in place 

o Corrective/preventative action to avoid recurrence 

o Adjustment of CARS CATS and MOP if necessary 

o SAHPA records the final report closing the matter 
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12.2 External Audit 

 

RAASA / SACAA may conduct independent site visits and operation visits on an ad-hoc 

basis.  

 

12.3 MOP and regulatory review. 

 

The MOP and the regulations are reviewed at instructor seminars and at club meetings via 

the specified processes. 

 

 

12.4 Competitions Quality Control  

 

The running of competitions is monitored by the participants, the SAHPA competition 

committee and SAHPA committee. For FAI categorised competition, the NAC also monitors 

to ensure that they comply with the FAI standards and rules.  

 

12.5 Peer review system quality control 

 

Peer Systems and Club structures continually monitor airmanship and all elements of 

operations with in their areas and from their sites.  

  

The SAHPA list of NSTOôs for the relevant disciplines and SO are reviewed annually to 

confirm experience currency and ability to perform their duties by SAHPA committee. 
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13 SAFETY SYSTEM  

 

SAFETY is the responsibility of all members and pilots. SAHPA  safety is approached from a 

peer system integrated where possible into club system and school system. Any safety 

mater is reported to the SO or if no safety officer is available to the senior pilot. The Safety 

officers and the system contemplate safety in two categories: 

o General safety - if unsafe practice is observed, the peer review system of 
senior pilots and safety officers will deal with a safety infringement but will not 
be punitive, will be corrective and supportive.  

o Safety hazard ïsenior pilots have legal duty to protect the public and must 
immediately take action in this situation,  safety hazards such as severe 
weather, site too advanced for a pilots ability or licence grade or rating, 
quality of glider compromised,  no safe or suitable landing / take off or landing 
may effect safety of the public. 

If the safety matter is of a serious nature, this will be escalated to the NSTO for deliberation 

and intervention or if in serious cases disciplinary action to be taken via the disciplinary 

process. 

 

The NSTO officer bearer is the responsible person to oversee and control the entire safety 

system that affects all SAPHA members that pilot paragliders. The NSTO will convene and 

manage the National Safety and Training committee to deliberate of any matters that need 

deeper discussion or if a member is not happy with the decisions of the NSTO.  

 

Decisions by the NSTO are to be acted upon and adhered to at all times. 

 

All schools and SO officers, club chairmen and members report via the chain of command 

starting with the SO ensure safety of all participants in the sport. 

 

A Safety officerôs decision at any time must be complied with and if there is dispute it can be 

raised with the NSTO and follow due process but the decision still remains in force unless 

superseded by the NSTO but this must follow due process as documented in this MOP. 

 

There is a natural hierarchy which forms the peer system and mentor system: 

 

1. National Safety & Training Officer (NSTO) 

2. Safety officer (SO) 

3. Senior pilots 

4. Members  
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Any safety occurrence or risk is raised immediately to the next immediate level and if a 

Safety officer is available this is the first entry point.  

 

If the risk or matter can be handled at that level and an intervention or mitigation of the risk 

can be effected then there is no requirement to involve the next level.  

 

The lowest level is the member raising up to the NSTO as documented above. 

 

The  paragliding fraternity may make use of reputable persons to perform functions for which 

they are appointed adding to the maintenance of the safety standards and utilise the 

reporting system.  

 

Only Safety matters that have resulted in an accident or incident or that can prevent and 

accident or incident needs to be reported and follow the process of reporting. 

 

The NTSO will gather all safety reports and make safety recommendations and provide 

notifications to the members as required.  

 

Where the actions of a member of the SAHPA is in contravention of the MOP, code of 

conduct and is contrary to safe operation, such person may be subject to sanction by the 

SAHPA via the relevant NSTO after deliberation with the NSTC. In this case a report to 

the SAHPA and designated body is required. At the discretion of the relevant NSTC, 

members involved in hazardous activities may be exempt from disciplinary action where 

they acted under the direct supervision and instruction of an instructor or other authority. 

 

All members are required to be acquainted with the MOP and relevant legislation. 

 

Where a report exposes a weakness in the MOP SAHPA will take action to mitigate risk. 

PG NSTO 

National Safety and 
Training Committee 
Deliberate on safety 
issues and provide 
solution 

SO 

Senior pilot 

Member or pilot 

PG Chairperson 

SAHPA 
RAASA 
Notified of 
interventions and 
safety occurrences   
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This may take the form of interim operating restrictions, while a revision of the 

appropriate approved procedures are updated. 

 

Where an operational deficiency or shortcoming is noted the SAHPA HG NTSO will 

make the appropriate recommendation to effect corrective action. Corrective actions will 

be communicated in writing. 

 

13.1 Safety Management System Implementation  

 

¶ SMS processes are intrinsic to the approved procedures of the SAHPA, 

and are subject to the normal review and update process as necessary or required. 

¶ The NSTO and SOôs are the responsible persons under SMS as it 

¶ applies to the operations. 

¶ ERPôs must be made known on Clubs and Schools websites and a general 

emergency procedure will be available on the SAHPA website. 

¶ The Safety officer at SAHPA sanctioned events will conduct regular safety briefings 

relevant to an event.  

¶ Guidelines for competition briefings, away events and a safety document guideline 

are provided in the Appendix and displayed on the SAHPA website. 

 

13.2 Pertinent processes 

 

¶ Safety officer training 

¶ Away Event Safety Management 

¶ Competition Safety Management 

¶ Hazard, incident and accident reporting 

¶ Safety promotion and education 

 

13.3 Safety Objectives 

¶ To monitor aviation safety and make recommendations for the maintenance and 

improvement of safety standards specific to SAHPA operations. 

¶ To promote and maintain safety awareness at all levels within SAHPA. 

¶ To ensure compliance with the current legislation and SAHPA MOP. 

¶ To maintaining a register of all Safety officers. 

¶ Clubs discuss safety matters at their club meetings  

 

13.4 Safety targets 

 

SAHPA aims to achieve zero accidents or incidents in the discipline 
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14 ACCIDENT & SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORTING PROCEDURE  

 

It is the legal duty of all pilots, in terms of the air regulations, to report flying accidents 

and serious incidents within 7 days of the accident or incident. The objective of 

collecting such data is to improve the safety of all SAHPA disciplines, and not to 

apportion blame. The following is the standard reporting procedure and 

responsibilities in the event of a SAHPA discipline accident or serious incident. 

 

14.1 Definitions 

 

14.1.1 Incidents 

¶ A "serious incident" is any aviation occurrence that may potentially have resulted in 

an accident, and from which occurrence forewarning can be gained to prevent future 

accidents. 

 

14.1.2 Accidents 

 
An accident is an occurrence involving a HG, PG, PPG or PPT in which a 
pilot/passenger or third party requires medical assistance or investigation, or there is 
damage to property.  
 
Accidents where the HG, PG, PPG or PPT pilot is not rigged for flight (example 
equipment is still in bag or on car roof) will not be regarded as an accident for the 
purpose of the MOP. 

 
¶ An "accident" is an occurrence associated with the operation of an hang glider, 

paraglider or PPG / PPT which takes place whilst a pilot and/or passenger is clipped 

in and during which time passenger/pilot or third party is injured or dies as a direct 

result of being attached to the hang glider, paraglider or PPG / PPT or struck by any 

part or by the pilot or passenger;  

¶ An óaccidentô is an occurrence where the hang glider, paraglider or PPG / PPT 

sustains damage or structural failure that will adversely affect the airworthiness and 

would require major repair or major replacement. 

¶ An óaccidentô is an occurrence where third party damage occurs. 

¶ A "serious injury" is an injury that requires immediate medical attention on site; 

medical investigation or hospitalisation for more than 48 hours (within 7 days of the 

accident); results in the fracture of any bone (excepting simple fractures of fingers, 

toes and nose), involves severe lacerations or damage to internal organs. 

 

14.2 Responsibilities of reporting 

 

In order to get an accurate record of the accident or serious incident, several reports are 

required.  Thus the following people shall be responsible for submitting accident reports: 

¶ All pilots directly involved in the accident or incident. 

¶ Any pilots who witnessed the accident or incident. 

¶ The first pilot to arrive at the scene of an accident. 



 

 

SAHPA MOP Revision 2.6 Operations: Paragliding (for RAASA review)  Page 52 of 58 

¶ Any pilot requested to do so by the NSTO or Club  SO. 

¶ The Instructor if the involved party is a student or pilot under the Instructorôs 

supervision. 

 

14.3 Fatalities 

In the event of a fatality, the following guidelines should be observed. 

 

14.3.1 Police 

¶ The local branch, of the South African Police, is to be notified immediately by the 

senior pilot on site or his delegate.   

 

14.3.2 Accident Scene 

¶ The accident scene is not to be disturbed until permission is given by a Police Officer 

to do so. 

¶ Where it is deemed necessary or possible, photos of the accident scene may be 

taken by a reputable person in order to assist the SAHPA investigation, with the 

permission of the police. 

 

14.3.3 The Flying Equipment 

¶ The hang glider, paraglider or PPG / PPT and equipment involved in an accident is to 

be handed to the NSTO or Safety Officer or their appointed person for inspection. 

 

14.3.4 Notification to SAHPA 

¶ The NSTO shall notify the SAHPA Executive and the General Manager of Aero Club 

within 48 hours of an accident. 

 

14.3.5 Notification by SAHPA 

¶ AeCSA, RAASA and the CAA accident division will be notified and an investigator 

will be appointed. 

 

14.3.6 Reporting 

¶ All accidents or serious incidents must be reported to the National Safety Training 

Officer or SAHPA, either by fax, telephone, e-mail or post. 

¶ The report should be on the official accident report form or similar and should contain 

at least some or all of the following information: 

o The names and details of the pilots, passengers and persons involved in the 

accident or serious incident. 

o The names and details of witnesses to the accident. 

o The place and time of the accident. 

o A description of the events leading up to the accident. 

o The extent of the injuries sustained, the first aid administered and the method 

of evacuation if applicable. 

o A description of the weather conditions on the day including wind direction, 

velocity and variability, and thermal strength. 

o A description of the terrain in relation to the wind direction. 
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o A description of the equipment and glider involved in the accident. 

¶ Reports shall be received at the offices of SAHPA by not later than 7 days after the 

accident or serious incident. 

¶ In the event of a fatality the National Safety and Training Officer shall convene an 

investigating committee, which shall evaluate the accident reports and submit their 

findings in writing to the SAHPA Committee, RAASA and the General Manager of the 

Aero Club within 21 days. 

¶ Failure to report an accident or serious incident within 7 days will result in immediate 

suspension of the membership of the pilot involved in the accident or serious 

incident, pending the outcome of an official enquiry. If the pilot is hospitalised and is 

unable to complete the report the NSTO or his delegate will submit the report. 

 

14.4 Missing Pilots Procedure 

 

¶ Report a suspected missing pilot immediately, even if you are not hundred percent 

sure the pilot is actually missing.  

¶ Visit www.sasar.gov.za for latest information   

¶ Contact: SAHPA, The NSO, the club LSO 

¶ Currently contact these ATNS SAR members 

¶ Santjie White     082 823 8493 

¶ Johnny Smit      082 823 8450 

¶ Report to local police 

¶ Report to RAASA and AeCSA 

¶ Note of the time you are reporting and write down the name of the police officer you 

make the report to. It is advisable to have a witness when you do this. 

 

14.5 Statistics 

 

¶ SAHPA or if appointed, the National Safety Officer, or in the case of paragliding the 
national safety committee, or his/ their delegate, shall keep records of all accidents 
and serious incidents and produce reports giving the statistics of all accidents and 
serious incidents to identify problem areas and improve safety. No names should be 
mentioned in the statistical reports. 

¶ Statistical reports shall be released to members at least once per year. 

 

http://www.sasar.gov.za/
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15 SCHOOLS AND TRAINING 

 
15.1 Approval of Schools 

 

The SAHPA Executive Committee may officially approve hang gliding, paragliding and 

powered paragliding schools, which conform to certain minimum standards as laid down by 

the SAHPA from time to time, and shall maintain a Register of Approved Schools.  

 

15.2 Entitlement 

 

Only Hang Gliding and Paragliding and Powered Paragliding schools that have obtained 

approval from the SAHPA Executive Committee may carry out training. 

Approved Schools shall be entitled to advertise that they are registered schools approved by 

SAHPA and the Aero Club of South Africa. 

 

15.3 Suspension of Approval 

 
Official approval shall be suspended if at any time the National Licensing Safety & Training 

Officer in conjunction with the National Safety Officer deems that the school fails to continue 

to meet the minimum requirements as defined at the time. In this event, SAHPA shall notify 

the school's proprietor or  Chief Instructor in writing and shall publish an appropriate 

notice in the Association newsletter after all avenues to remedy have failed. 

 

15.4 Reinstatement 

 

Approval may be reinstated once the National Safety & Training Officer is satisfied that the 

problem leading to suspension has been rectified. Suspended schools shall have right of 

appeal to the SAHPA Executive Committee. 

 

15.5 Monitoring of Schools 

 
If a school operates at a club site, the local Club Safety Officers shall be responsible for 

monitoring schools for compliance with the minimum standards and shall notify the SAHPA if 

they become aware of unsafe practices or falling standards. 

 

15.6 Spot Checks 

 
The National Training and Safety officer, or their appointed  delegate, shall be empowered to 

carry out spot checks on registered schools. At least one such check shall be conducted per 

annum. 

 

15.7 Review of Standards 

 
 Minimum standards may be reviewed only by the SAHPA Executive Committee and 

 shall take into consideration advances in training techniques, equipment suitability, 
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 safety records and representations from interested parties. 

 

15.8 Applications by School 

 

To apply for registration and approval, schools shall approach the local Club Licensing & 

Safety Officer who shall check the school's qualifications against the minimum requirements 

(as per section 15.10) and report to the NSTO. Applications may only be approved at a 

meeting of the SAHPA Executive Committee. A new Registered School will be announced in 

the Association newsletter. 

 

15.9 Period of Validity 

 

Approval and Registration shall be valid until the school does not comply with continued 

operation requirements, ceases to exist, or is suspended from training. Schools maintain 

their updated records with SAHPA. 

 

15.10 Minimum Standards for Schools 

 

15.10.1 Prospectus 

The school must have a written prospectus, which shall be provided to each pupil as the 

basis of the contract. This should set out where and when the course takes place, 

equipment provided, the level to which instruction is given, and the obligations of the parties. 

 

15.10.2 Pupil Application 

An application form must be completed by each pupil. This form must contain proviso for 

personal details, date of birth, a health declaration, and it may also incorporate a 

disclaimer/indemnity clause. A file for each student must be opened with SAHPA. 

 

15.10.3 Theory 

A formal theory lecture including the issuing of the official training manual (or similar) as well 

as a training type video shall be presented before students are given the opportunity to fly. 

It is advisable that the school makes provision for further formal theory lectures before the 

student writes the theory test. 

 

15.10.4 Training Equipment 

 
¶ Only approved Basic Beginner Class paragliders may be used for training. 

¶ Only simple conventional hanging or seated harnesses may be used. Supine or 

racing harnesses are not approved for training. 

¶ Harnesses must be EN-1651 or LTF-09 or LTF-03 rated. 

¶ Harness back protection must be LTF-09 or LTF-03 rated are to be used. Supine or 

racing harnesses are not approved. 

¶ Only certified helmets suitable for paragliding are to be used for training. 

¶ First Aid Kit is mandatory and shall be easily accessible at all times. It must be 

adequately stocked in accordance with SAHPA requirements as laid down from time 

to time, details of which will be made available on request. 

Comment [CM2]: Appears in governance 
document. 
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¶ Ground to air communication must be provided for on all high flight training flights. 

¶ If the landing is not clearly visible from launch, for the first ten flights a second 

instructor/assistant will be in the landing area. 

 

15.10.5 Launching 

Training may be undertaken by means of winching or towing, but adequate training must 

also be given in foot launching from a high slope, in accordance with the licence 

requirements. 

 

Winch launching systems and safety features in use must be in accordance with the SAHPA 

requirements, and accepted by the National Safety & Training Officers, or their delegates. If 

necessary, the school will be required to demonstrate the winch launch systems in use. 

 

15.11 Instructors 

 

15.11.1 Chief Flying Instructor 

 

The school must have a nominated Chief Flying Instructor (CFI) who must maintain a current 

Grade B or Grade A SAHPA Instructor rating. He/she shall be responsible for the actions of 

sub-qualified instructors appointed and briefed by him/her. 

 

15.11.2 Assistants 

 

Schools may make use of assistants to assist them in training.  Assistants may not operate 

without direct supervision and may not operate at a site without a rated instructor being 

present at the same time at the same site, on the ground and within sight of the student at all 

times (i.e. not flying). The instructor may be at the landing while the assistant is at the take-

off, and vice versa. 

 

15.12 Training Sites 

 
15.12.1 Mountain Training Sites 

¶ Training sites for mountain flying must be registered as such with SAHPA. 

¶ Sites used for training must be of suitable gradient and surface for the 

exercise in progress and must be free of dangerous obstructions. The landing 

zone must be visible from the launch site. 

¶ The National Safety & Training Officer, or in the case of paragliding the 

national safety committee in liaison with the instructors committee may 

prohibit training on a site that is deemed unsuitable for training. 

 

15.12.2 Winch Launch Sites 

¶ Winch launch sites utilised for training must be registered as such with 

SAHPA. 

¶ Training sites for winch launch training should have enough open space and 

no potential dangers close to the flying area. Roads or narrow launch strips 

with power or telephone cables or fences or high trees adjacent to them are 
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not suitable, or which have other obstacles which could cause rotor or 

turbulence or line snags during launching or while the pilot is still attached to 

the winch. 

 

15.13 Practical Training Sequence 

 
¶ The Basic Licence course must be run over a minimum of seven consecutive flying 

days, or nine days if it is intermittent. 

¶ Paragliding student pilots are to be given training in accordance with the Training 

Manual and the Training Proficiency Card, which will include: 

o Layout and packing 

o Daily inspection check 

o Pull-ups and ground control 

o Launch checks 

o Good take-off technique 

o Short hops ï take-offs and landings 

o Ground skimming ï extended straight line flights 

o Insipient stall correction ï importance of airspeed ï use of brakes 

o Gentle turns 

o Flights with turns ï response to turbulence 

o At least 10 flights from higher than 100m with proper co-ordinated turns and 

controlled landings. 

o Introduction to thermal flying ï response to thermic turbulence and the use of 

thermal lift 

¶ A high flight is defined as a flight from above 100m AGL. 

¶ Tandem rated Instructors may use tandem flying to enhance the training of their 

students. 

¶ Where winch launching is used for training, the first flights for the student will be with 

less tension on the line than for more experienced pilots. The first flights may be very 

low (less than 100 m ATO) without releasing the line, if necessary.  

¶ Radio communication is compulsory for all training. 

¶ Paragliding students who have been winch trained will be taught to launch from hills 

safely, as part of their course and in accordance with the minimum requirements as 

per Section 3.  

 

15.14 Training Proficiency Cards 

 

Trainees attending a paragliding training course must be supplied with an official SAHPA 

Training Proficiency Card and manual, and affiliated temporarily to SAHPA. Trainees should 

be affiliated with SAHPA before their first high flight, 

 

Trainees must comply with practical and theoretical requirements on the Training Proficiency 

Card to obtain the Hang Gliding Novice Licence and Paragliding Basic Licence before 

graduating to fly without supervision at approved sites. 

 

15.15 Introduction to SAHPA 
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The school shall explain the SAHPA Licensing and Site Grading systems to trainees, and 

introduce them to Club influence in areas where a club is operating as well as the SAHPA 

MOP and other resources availabe to trainees.  

 


